
St. James Vestry Minutes, 10 December 2024 

 

PRESENT:  Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia  

Term Ending 2025: Val Brustad, Senior Warden; Don Richardson, Junior Warden 

Term Ending January 2025: Dennis Nelson, Ali Figg   

Term Ending January 2026: Bob Yantis, Lloyd Riches 

Term Ending January 2027: John Crown, Marybeth Sipe 

Treasurer: Matt Bracher    

Timekeeper: Marybeth Sipe     

Clerk: Don Richardson        

Guest:         

Absent: Debbie Danioff    

 

6:15P/: Vestry is meeting early for a walk around tour demonstrating  

 the Emergency Action Plan.  

6:47P/: CALL TO ORDER by Mother Ruth Anne Garcia                  

6:48P/: Approve AGENDA/MINUTES: 

• Approve agenda. Motion to pass the Agenda for 10 December 2024 was made  

by John Crown and seconded by Marybeth Sipe. The motion passed unanimously.   

• Approval of the Minutes. The motion to approve November Minutes was passed over 

until 2025.    
 

6:50P/: Opening Prayer: (2 minutes) by John Crown  
 

6:52P/: Good News and Thanksgiving:  shared by Lloyd Riches; who is thankful for his new      

teeth and led us through a round table of personal thanksgivings~ people happy to have    

Val Brustad returned from his travels; husbands hopeful for improved health in their   

 Wives; Bob happy to have a large car repair behind him; and all happy for one last, fun, 

 meeting together! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

6:55P/: (10 Minutes) Treasurer Rep ort by Treasurer Matt Bracher, [attached];                                                                   

• $29,000. needs to be moved from Money Market to the Diocesan Investment Fund. 

• $4,000. had been removed from The Columbarium Fund; destiny unknown.  

  Bill André reviewed his email [attached] with suggestions for accounting practices. 

• A motion to accept the Financial Report was made by Don Richardson and was 

seconded by Val Brustad. It passed unanimously. It will be attached to the Minutes. 
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 7:04P/: (15 Minutes) Priest-in-Charge Report, by Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia                                                     

• Priest-in-charge and Vestry goals for the year: Mother Ruth Anne+ recommends the 

Vestry focus on worship and outreach in addition to church business for next year. 

• Microphones for the Sanctuary to be purchased this week by a donor for whom we 

are extremely grateful. 

• St. John’s South Sudanese Congregation meeting 1 December with  Mother Ruth 

Anne+  and Debbie Danioth representing our team. Notes from that meeting are 

attached.  

• New AA group chose to meet in another church as they required a lot of storage 

space.                                              

• The Personnel Team (Marybeth Sipe, Dennis Nelson, Val Brustad, Matt Bracher, and 

Sister D Bracher) to meet again before year’s end to go over the Letter of Agreement 

and any possible changes or additions. 

• Salaries with Cost-of-Living Adjustments to be determined for 2025. 

• The pulpit has been moved to the Right side of the altar to improve audibility and 

avoid distraction from the Children’s Area. Mother Ruth Anne+ also noted the 

microphones will need to be tested before each service. 

 

7:20P/: (5 Minutes) Senior Warden Report by Val Brustad 

• Val Brustad and Ann Aarhus represented St. James at the Annual Convention, which 

introduced our new Bishop, Phil LaBelle, as well as three (3) new resolutions, as follows: 

 The 2026 Diocesan Assessment Rate Factor at 14.5% of the Net Disposable Income 

(NDI) 

 Sets the Cost of Loving Adjustment (COLA) for the 2025 Parochial Clergy Salary 

and Office of the Bishop Staff Salary Scale at 3.8%. The 2025 Parochial Clery Salary 

Scale will be available on he Diocesan website. 

 A Call to the Church for Action Toward Ceasefire and a Just Peace in Israel and 

Palestine~ postponed indefinitely, 176 voting for postponing, 143 opposed. 

• Congratulations to The Reverend Ruth Anne Garcia, who was appointed to the 

Commission on Ministry.  

 

7:55P/: (5 Minutes) Junior Warden Report by Don Richardson 

• Action Items: 

 Electrical outlet in the Sunday Room needed repair. 

 Junior Warden to call for bids from a regular roofer for the Narthex Roof. 

 Finance people needed to look for a check for $2,600. for the Church Insurance 

Company, which they report has not been cashed. 

• Don Richardson made the motion, per the written report from a Boiler Repairman, that 

St. James pursue a potential repair for approximately $1,600., utilizing a replacement fan 

to repair the Boiler. John Crown seconded the motion which passed unanimously 

• Dennis offered the news that Darla’s Annuity of 270,000. has been acquired, and the 

remainder, approximately $580,000. should be available soon. 
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8:00P/:  Motions: 

• A motion was made by Don Richardson that the Vestry approve the possibility of space 

sharing our Great Church, children’s classrooms, and Parish Hall on Sunday afternoons 

with St. John’s South Sudanese Congregation for input through online listening sessions. 

The motion was seconded by Ali Figg and unanimously approved. 

• A motion was made by John Crown to accept the Emergency Action Plan as written and 

amended with Vestry suggestions. The motion was seconded by Lloyd Riches and 

approved as all present were in favor. 

• Scott Richmond submitted the Thrift Shop Treasurer’s recommendations, which include 

four points (as seen in their attached report, hopefully!) As the Vestry’s own 

representative at the Thrift Shop, Don Richardson moved the Vestry accept these four 

points. This was seconded by both John Crown and Lloyd Riches and this motion was 

approved by unanimous vote.     

 

 

  7:50P/: (3 Minutes) Evaluations Bill/   Val/hurrah  

Bob/timey   Debbie/   Don/ok Lloyd/rad                 

Dennis/successful  Mother Ruth Anne+/excellent   Matt/                   

John/productive  Marybeth/well done       Ali/punctual   

 

Volunteers for duties during next meeting, 14 January 2025, are: 

Timekeeper: Dennis Nelson    Opening Prayer: Val Brustad 

Good news/Thanksgiving: John Crown  Financials: Matt Bracher 

Evaluations: Marybeth Sipe     (Evaluations bring Treats!)     Closing Prayer: Lloyd Riches 

 

7:25P/: Tonight’s Closing Prayer: Val Brustad                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jamison Nelson for Don Richardson 

  

  


