
St. James Vestry Minutes, 14 January 2025 

PRESENT: Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia 

Term Ending 2025: Val Brustad, Senior Warden; Don Richardson, Junior Warden 

Term Ending January 2025: Dennis Nelson, Ali Figg  

Term Ending January 2026: Bob Yantis, Lloyd Riches 

Term Ending January 2027: John Crown, Debbie Danioth, Marybeth Sipe 

Treasurer: Matt Bracher 

Timekeeper: Dennis Nelson 

Clerk: Jamison Nelson 

Guests: [for pre-meeting with St. John’s] Sister D Bracher, Canon Carla Robinson, Father James and    

assorted visitors from St. Johns  

Absent:  

 

8:00P/:  Opening Prayer: (2 minutes) by Val Brustad  

8:02P/:  Good News and Thanksgiving by John Crown:   

CALL TO ORDER by Mother Ruth Anne+   

• Open and frank discussion regarding the benefits and drawbacks in having St. John’s South 

Sudanese Episcopal Church added as a new tenant of St. James in the coming months. 

Following a good hour and a half plus of a productive exchange of information, we bid adieu 

to our guests and began our business meeting.   

• Review by Matt Bracher of 2025 Proposed Budget, followed by questions. Waiting for 

further refinement of the numbers. Will meet to confer over the changes on Friday afternoon, 

24, January. 
 

8:30P/:  As the hour grew late, and people grew fatigued, Mother Ruth Anne+ suggested we                                        

end the meeting for that night and plan to return on the Friday afternoon following the Service for Jerry 

Knight. Everyone happily agreed!  

 Closing Prayer: Lloyd Riches gave the closing prayer.  
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PRESENT: Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia 

Term Ending January 2025: Dennis Nelson 

Term Ending January 2026: Bob Yantis, Lloyd Riches 

Term Ending January 2027: John Crown, Debbie Danioth 

Term Ending January 2028:  

Treasurer: Matt Bracher 

Timekeeper: Dennis Nelson 

Clerk: Jamison Nelson 

Guest: Ann Aarhus, Laura Brustad 

Absent: Marybeth Sipe 

 

1:50P/: Opening Prayer: (2 minutes) by John Crown 

 

Financial Report and Approval: (45 minutes) by Matt Bracher:   

• Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia came summer of 2021. The Vestry felt finally solvent enough to 

vote to make her Priest in Charge and bring her up to Full-Time, a large expense.   

• James Jelasic has not been received COLA increases since 2019. While he is not requesting 

any past COLA, James is requesting to bring his wages current. Dennis Nelson handed out 

the calculations of COLA for the last five years. Dennis made the motion that James be paid 

$34,940 for 2025 which included COLA and a raise. John Crown seconded the motion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

• Wrestling with numbers in budget, line by line, attempting to whittle the expenses.  

• Preparing to present the Budget to the Congregation, as well as the discussion regarding the 

possibilities surrounding the joining of St. John’s South Sudanese Episcopal Church.  
 

2:50P/:  Priest-in-Charge Report, (15 minutes)Mother Ruth Anne+ Garcia; 

• We are Christians and must use our total Christian hearts to consider our Sudanese question. 

•  Our Vestry Members vote will be voted on as a slate.  

• Budget will be presented by Matt Bracher, yet not yet “baked.  

• Hosting the South Sudanese from St. John beginning in February. Vote will not be taken until 

after a trial period. 

• We will host a Reception Party on February 16th, after church, to meet and greet the members 

of St. John’s South Sudanese Church. 
 

3:05P/: (15 Minutes) Senior Warden Report, John Crown   

• Vestry Retreat at John’s house on 15 March, 9A/ to 3P/   



St. James Vestry Minutes, 24 January 2025, 1:30P/ Budget Meeting, page 3 

 

3:05P/: (0 Minutes) Junior Warden Report, Don Richardson: 

• We were unable to include any of the Junior Warden business in this month’s Vestry Report.   
  

Evaluations:  Not given    

Bob/     Debbie/   /      John/      /   Dennis/ 

Mother Ruth Anne+/    Marybeth/    Lloyd/    /   

  

Volunteers for duties during next meeting, 11 February, are:  Not Given 

Timekeeper:  

Opening Prayer:  

Good news/Thanksgiving:  

Financials:  

Evaluations:   (Evaluations bring Treats!) 

Closing Prayer:  

 

3:10P/: Tonight’s Closing Prayer: Debbie Danioth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jamison Nelson/jn 

 

  


